Angling Council of Ireland

Dear  Member,
We are assisting Indecon Economic Consultants who have been appointed by the Sports Council to complete an assessment of the economic impact of angling and other sports in Ireland.  
 This research is very important in ensuring that the economic importance of angling and other sports is highlighted, and in ensuring that Government funding of these sports continues.  The ACI are strongly supportive of this research.
 A particular challenge faced in completing this important study is to identify the economic characteristics of the angling clubs which operate on a voluntary basis.  These clubs play a key role in the overall  economic impact of the sport and it is important that we build as comprehensive a picture as possible on their economic characteristics.
 As details on the characteristics of angling clubs are typically not available at national level, Indecon have requested our assistance in making contact on their behalf with clubs to request some information that will assist them in completing this research.  Specifically, they require some data on the recent pattern of your organisation’s income and expenditures.  Ideally, they would like to access a copy of your accounts showing the breakdown of income and expenditures for 2008 and, if you are happy to release a copy of your accounts for this purpose, we would be grateful if these could be sent by e-mail directly to William H. Batt at Indecon, who is directing this study on behalf of the Sports Council, to e-mail:  whbatt@indecon.ie or by post to William H. Batt, Indecon Economic Consultants, Indecon House, 4 Fitzwilliam Place, Dublin 2.  
Alternatively, if this would be more straightforward, you could complete the attached short information request and e-mail or post this to William Batt at Indecon at the above address.  If you have any queries re any aspect of the request, please contact William directly at Indecon.
 Indecon have asked us to emphasise that all information/data provided will be treated as Strictly Confidential, will be aggregated in anonymised form along with the responses received from other sporting clubs and will be used only for the purposes of this research study for the Irish Sports Council.  Responses issued directly to Indecon as per the above instructions will not at any stage be accessible to the ACI, the Sports Council or any other third party. 
 
I understand the pressures on your time.  However, as Indecon face a very tight timeframe for completion of the study for the Sports Council, we would be extremely appreciative of your assistance in this matter as soon as possible or by no later than Friday, 27th August.   
 
We are very grateful for your assistance on this study, which will have important implications for Government policy on the development of angling and other sports.
 
If you have any queries on this e-mail please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Many thanks.
 
Kind regards,
 
Bob Seward
Secretary
Angling Council of Ireland
