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Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) has been set up to replace the structure and organisation of the Central and Regional Fisheries Boards.

In its efforts to streamline the inland fisheries sector, the government is in the process of replacing the Central and Regional Fisheries Boards with a new structure. This includes a CEO and a nine member IFI Board with no angler representative. Presently the Regional Boards have angler representatives however, according to Minister Lenihan, “anglers will not be included on the new IFI Board”. The new authority will be made up of stake holders from sectors such as Agriculture, Tourism, Environment, Gaeltacht and Rural Affairs, Fisheries Board Staff and Ministerial Appointees.

Dr. Ciaran Byrne was appointed CEO Designate. He will be guided and governed by the new Board.  The Regional Fisheries Board Managers are remaining in place, albeit under a new job title which shall be decided by IFI. They will work with and report directly to the new CEO and will have opportunities to make greater and more significant contributions.  In all of this new structure anglers have been deliberately excluded. The CEO of IFI, former Regional Fisheries Board Managers and a small senior management team excluding anglers will be responsible for the development and implementation of national inland fisheries policies that will impact on anglers and angling sport.  

Considering that Inland Fisheries Ireland will be the National Authority and furthermore that anglers have played a major role as stake holders in the protection and management of our inland fisheries over the years, it is without doubt the greatest insult Irish anglers and their National Representative Organisations have received since the formation of the State.  

Anglers have made an enormous contribution to fisheries protection and development through voluntary work and financial contributions and without any expense to the state. With regard to the need for streamlining and efficiencies, the Minister was made aware that angler representation would not incur any expense to the state. It was clearly stated that it would be paid for by anglers. Our requests for meaningful stakeholder representation have been ignored and denied despite our contributions of time, effort and finance through the Salmon Licence fees, conservation stamp and permits etc.

I leave you to draw your own conclusions as to why we have been excluded from IFI.  However, I must impress on you the negative impact this lack of representation will have on every angler and fishery in the country. In short, if we are not represented by a strong voice on the new Inland Fisheries Ireland, then we will have no voice at all.

Elected anglers’ representatives from the different colleges of angling have served diligently for many years on the Regional Fisheries Boards and this meaningful representation needs to continue into the future at national level within IFI.   

I urge you to make your local government representatives aware of this injustice and unfair act brought about under the guise of streamlining, effectiveness and efficiencies. What has happened to government’s previous openness and transparency policy? Exclusion of anglers is simply not acceptable when national matters relating to inland fisheries are at stake. Anglers are the primary stake holders.  

Martin McEnroe

