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    ANGLING COUNCIL OF IRELAND

SEPTIC TANKS AND ON-SITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

EXISTING ON-SITE SYSTEMS

· Should initially be considered as failed systems and, subject to inspection and testing, treated as cesspits.

· Those failing tests for Location, Site Suitability and Construction should be replaced with a redesigned and relocated system.

·  Where this is not feasible, a cesspit of suitable conservancy should be designed and constructed for the location, and appropriate procedure put in place for pump-out and de-sludging.

· A planned management regime, understood by the owner, is necessary for this system. 
NEW ON-SITE SYSTEMS

· Local Authorities should maintain a register of septic tanks and on-site wastewater treatment systems in their area and all subsequent planning permissions for developments having such systems should be added to that register.

· The geology of the area should be considered when assessing Site Suitability for an on-site system.

· No component of a system should be nearer to a water course or water source than 20 metres.

· Where a site is assessed as unsuitable for an on-site wastewater treatment system, planning permission for a development on that site should not be considered.

· The SR 6 system should no longer be considered suitable as an on-site wastewater treatment system.

MANAGEMENT REGIME

· A properly detailed management programme to include periodic inspections and monitoring records should be prepared and submitted as part of the planning submission for a development.

· Inspections by the competent authority should be carried out at specified times (other than where failure to comply occurs), and the owners fully appraised of these times.
· Monitoring and reporting should be carried out by a properly qualified technician in the employ of the Local Authority.

· Maintenance operations (de-sludging, pipe un-blocking, etc.) of on-site treatment systems should be carried out by a competent contractor, licenced by Local Authority.

· Owners should be advised of defects when and if they occur and a maintenance or repair plan agreed to bring the system back into compliance.

· Particular sites (existing and new), may present some special conditions that would require consultation with their owners and this should be entered into at an early stage as it may involve the owner in some additional cost to ensure compliance.
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