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In response to the publication of the draft NSAD and the meeting held in 

Athlone on the 27
th
 of November 2015 the Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational 

Anglers of Ireland wish to congratulate Inland Fisheries Ireland on developing 

and producing the National Strategy for Angling Development (NSAD). This 

comprehensive report is a major development in identifying the value of our 

fisheries resource to the Irish economy and the potential for growth within the 

sector both domestically and from angling tourism.  
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SSTRAI recognises the level of work and commitment by IFI in producing the NSAD given 

the complex nature of developing such a strategy and the many elements and sectors that 

required research.  However, Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers Ireland (SSTRAI) 

have some concerns and recommendations we wish to highlight.  We believe these 

recommendations if implemented would be of benefit to the NSAD.  In addition, these 

recommendations in time may help to strengthen the bond between IFI and the various 

angling groups across the country which is vital for the long-term development of our angling 

resource. 

 

Firstly we would like to raise some concerns in terms of areas we feel need to be addressed 

in detail by the NSAD Implementation Group namely, pollution, declining salmon stocks and 

invasive species. 

 

Pollution: 

In regards to the current state of our waterways, pollution sources exist from a range of 

sources including sewage treatment plants, farm run-off and industrial waste. SSTRAI 

federation clubs have carried out macroinvertebrate studies to determine the water quality in 

various rivers in the Southern Region, the findings of such studies show water quality is 

seriously below the standards published by Environment Protection Agency in many of these 

areas.  This mismanagement of our aquatic resources is seriously hindering the future 

development and potential of our inland fisheries to flourish naturally.                                

These failures must be seriously addressed at both national and local level by involving all the 

relevant responsible state agencies and private sector.  A mechanism must be put in place to 

ensure best practice standards are adopted and applied across all sectors. The current 

systems are failing in many areas around the country resulting in water quality falling below 

EPA standards and our fish stocks are suffering as a result.  
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SSTRAI calls for the adoption and implementation of international best practice for pollution 

control of Ireland’s inland waterways.      

Consideration should be given to the following,  

(1)  IFI to mandate a specialist working group to identify critical areas in terms of pollution 

that affect wild salmon and sea trout.  In addition, identify international best practice 

methods used to eliminate pollution of salmonid habitat. Distribute such findings to all 

relevant agencies, private sector and make available through IFI website.   

(2)  IFI to seek mandatory reporting by public and private sector bodies of all serious 

pollution incidents or accidents.  

(3)  IFI to mandate a specialist working group to identify areas where pollution control 

could be improved, include seeking legislative powers required to improve compliance 

with EPA and other relevant standards. 

(4)  IFI to ensure stringent enforcement of all serious pollution incidents. 

 

Declining Salmon Stocks 

Wild Atlantic salmon stocks have reached an all-time low in Ireland. In terms of protection we 

see avenues through which the NSAD could work with the commercial sector to help protect 

dwindling salmon stocks in home waters. The continuance of commercial fishing in areas 

while stocks are at marginally above conservation limits does not make economic sense.  We 

ask that this issue be considered in detail by the NSAD Implementation Group and that they 

consider local knowledge, best international practice along with the scientific advice.  We also 

recommend that BIM should not have any influence on IFI Regional District Committees in 

terms of allocating salmon quotas; this is viewed by anglers as unfair as the commercial 

sector is already well represented by commercial licence holders.  
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Invasive Species: 

The issue of invasive species has to be seriously addressed as this is one of the most serious 

threats facing our inland fisheries.  

Given the extent of the invasive species problems in Ireland, we are very much concerned 

that funding is being allocated by IFI to deal with such species at the expense of protection 

and development. We understand cross sectional co-operation is required between agencies 

and land owners with responsibility in this area however, we feel it is important that the 

agency with primary responsibility should be identified and adequately resourced to deal with 

the issues.  

IFI’s role in control of invasive species has had great success in some areas, that said, the 

costs involved are enormous and IFI’s future role in the control of invasive species (Aquatic or 

otherwise) needs to be clearly stated.  There should be one agency charged with primary 

responsibility for managing this problem and this should be properly supported to ensure it 

controls the problem.  Specific cross-sectional agreements need to be established between 

the Department, IFI, National Parks and Wildlife, Local Authorities and land owners to ensure 

the issue is being dealt with appropriately. 

We do believe the agency responsible does require a detailed and up to date researched 

plan identifying the geographical range of invasive species in Ireland and it must include ways 

to manage or eradicate such species.   

 

Measure 1 Identify funding for NSAD: 

SSTRAI recommends an angling levy be introduced.  The introduction of a levy would have 

many advantages to the NSAD going forward. It is envisaged that the current estimate of 

273,000 domestic anglers would be a conservative one and would be likely to increase. It 

would also ensure that the 132,000 angling visitors using the resources would also contribute 

to the protection, maintenance and development of the resource.  
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The introduction of a levy would benefit anglers, IFI and the NSAD plan, it would produce a 

greater understanding of the amount of domestic and tourist anglers participating and 

benefiting from our angling resource. It could provide part funding for the plan or enable it to 

be enhanced according to the anglers needs and levy contributions received.  It would also 

provide a wide range of data on angling participation to IFI and fill the current information 

deficit.    

The introduction of an angling levy would help to create a fund to improve angling facilities, 

accessibility, angling information, angling development, infrastructure development, stock 

recovery projects, habitat restoration, enhanced fisheries protection and training.  

However if a levy was to be introduced across all angling sectors in the Republic of Ireland, 

Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers feel that the levy must be ring-fenced . The 

various angling groups should have a more proactive engagement with IFI in the protection of 

our fish stocks, it is stated within the NSAD that the input of stakeholders in supporting the 

protection of inland fisheries is essential in delivering its strategy.  This we agree with however 

the mechanisms for stakeholder engagement for input and the level of support required need 

to be meaningful and clearly identified.  

SSTRAI recognises that IFI’s allocated funding has been reduced significantly in recent years 

along with other public service funding in general, we are of the view, it is not funded to the 

extent it needs to be in relation to the protection of our angling resource.  

The salmon conservation fund is an indicator of how angler’s contributions can benefit angling 

overall, many worthwhile projects have been funded and successfully delivered by clubs and 

IFI resulting in improved salmon habitat and fish now migrating further upstream. Since the 

scheme was introduced however, many changes have occurred in relation to gaining access 

to the conservation fund (Availing of public funding or managing 3rd party funding) making it 

difficult for contributing clubs to access the fund.  The NSAD has recognised these issues and 

this is also very welcomed. Anglers require some assurances that their money would be used 

appropriately and fairly. 
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SSTRAI recognises the IFI expertise in fisheries management and their international 

recognition for salmon and sea trout management in particular, we recommend anglers work 

closely with IFI fisheries management in terms of all fisheries development projects.   

IFI must also recognise and acknowledge anglers are best placed to manage the angling 

elements as they have the skills knowledge and experience to develop the sport and outdoor 

adventure activity that is angling.   

IFI as lead proponent in the strategy must ensure recognised National Angling Organisations 

such as SSTRAI and ACI have a voice and are included in terms of decisions that are made 

that affect their members angling. In the recent past decisions were made banning angling 

methods on so called conservation grounds without any scientific evidence to back this up, 

while on the other hand commercial nets men were permitted to use monofilament nets in 

Cork Harbour.  We need to work together to help deliver on the plans objectives to ensure the 

strategic goals in terms of angling are achieved within the lifetime of the plan.   

SSTRAI recommends the NSAD must allow for combining what is best practice in fisheries 

management and angling management to be successful. IFI must understand that anglers 

are best at managing the angling elements and must have a major input into the final criteria 

setting out what may be funded if they are one of the major contributors to the fund.  Clear 

and concise information on ring-fencing of proposed angling levy should be made publically 

available and should include details showing how a proposed levy fund would be maintained 

separate from public funds.    

Measure 4 Protection and conservation of our fishery resources: 
 

There is a general view among our federation, Angling Council Ireland and overseas anglers 

that the enforcement of inland illegal fishing is beyond the capacity of IFI alone to control. It is 

feared that the extent of illegal fishing has grown in recent years due to the reduction in 

numbers of IFI fishery officers and river patrols. The extent of illegal fishing of migratory 

species at sea is unknown however; it may be one of the contributing factors to declining 

stocks of returning wild salmon and sea trout.  
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Recommendations: 

IFI to increase the numbers of Fishery Officers on protection duty in rivers to ensure the 

necessary protection is afforded to wild salmon and Sea Trout stocks.  Ensure a visible 

presence of fishery staff on the ground. 

IFI should work with angling federations to try to improve protection of Salmon & Sea Trout.   

At present some areas in the South have a lack of trust in IFI, while in the Waterford Estuary 

for example there is a lack of cooperation between IFI protection staff and Private Water-

keepers, this leads to consistent friction between parties over salmon protection in the area.  

SSTRAI strongly recommends greater co-operation between IFI staff and private water-

keepers to help eliminate illegal fishing.  

IFI should develop a system that ensures the various angling groups have an active and on-

going role in assisting IFI to control illegal fishing. Improvements are required here and this 

would lead to greater relationships being formed which would massively benefit the potential 

of NSAD.  There is a major desire from relevant stakeholders to engage with IFI to tackle the 

protection issues and resolve the problems.  

Ensuring proper protection for the Waterford Estuary for example would have huge benefits 

for developing the potential of the Suir, Nore and Barrow as a highly desirable Salmon 

Fishery for domestic and tourism angling. Between them they have the capacity to produce 

30% of all adult Atlantic salmon returning to the Irish coast. It is essential to protect all regions 

appropriately to maximise the return to Irish economy and ensure the potential return to the 

region is realised.  The economic return in terms of salmon angling alone is makes sense to 

do so. 

It is also noted when prosecutions are brought before the court system, the penalties are not 

a sufficient deterrent.  It is recommended that IFI seeks to address this issue with the Minister 

by seeking stricter penalties for a range of offences in relation fishery protection.  This is 

necessary to ensure it is a deterrent and that those that are convicted of breaking the fisheries 

laws are penalised adequately.   
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Measure 7 Access to angling for all 

In relation to making angling more attractive to younger people or vulnerable adults, SSTRAI 

recognises the support and resources given by IFI to our federation and clubs in terms of 

youth angling, in particular the support given to Angling Council of Ireland for the coaching 

programme and Angling For Youth Development Ireland.  These programmes we believe are 

a major step forward for youth angling in Ireland and have huge potential for growth under the 

current structure. SSTRAI continues to work closely with the ACI and the target of twenty 

hubs has been realised. The angling AFYDI hubs have now been equipped through our own 

resources and funding under the Sports Capital Programme.  

Our coaches now have access to a wide range of equipment however, training and 

continuous professional development (CPD) is always necessary and continuous support is 

required, our CPD involves advancement in coaching levels, First Aid for angling, Health & 

Safety, Safe Wading and River Rescue, Coaching People with Disabilities, Casting Instructor 

training (GAIA) and Power Boat Training.  

These hubs enable young anglers and vulnerable adults to freely participate and enjoy our 

fisheries resource and all forms of angling and fly tying. These equipped angling hubs also 

have the capacity to introduce other groups to angling, older adults, disadvantaged groups, 

immigrant groups etc.  In our experience working with such groups over a six week period 

creates great experiences and angling is without doubt a great tool for social inclusion. The 

hubs need to be supported initially to ensure they become embedded in local communities.  

SSTRAI has a number of angling coach tutors and are fully committed to deliver coach tutor 

training through the ACI for angling hubs across the country.  With support through the NSAD 

these initiatives can flourish. 

 

Recommendations: 

We encourage IFI to continue to support our federation and ACI and such programmes as 

Angling Council Ireland, AFYDI and IFI’s Something Fishy.  
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Develop the Something Fishy programme to include additional field trips, provide training to 

ACI coaches on macroinvertebrate sampling techniques.   

SSTRAI recommends IFI Something Fishy program be rolled out with assistance from 

angling groups.  Additional ACI coaches who have completed Garda vetting process could be 

trained to deliver the IFI Something Fishy Programme and may be able to assist IFI staff in 

the delivery of certain elements or developing the programme further.   

Additional educational programmes could be rolled out by introducing more field trips, 

teaching students about the aquatic environment.  Examples would be showing students how 

to take macroinvertebrate samples to determine the water quality of waterways. Fish tanks in 

the classroom could be introduced. 

The Inland Fisheries Ireland NSAD is a major development it has great potential to improve 

and develop our aquatic resources for the benefit of the Irish economy. However from the 

launch of the NSAD in Athlone on the 27
th
 of November 2015, there is a view from one 

national organisation that there is a complete lack of trust between IFI and anglers.   

The Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers of Ireland are completely behind and 

support IFI in developing this strategy over the five year period.  The key to success of this 

plan however is the active engagement of all relevant stakeholders and angling groups with 

IFI to develop this plan. 

Salmon and Sea Trout Recreational Anglers of Ireland recommend that IFI does all in its 

power to work with the various angling groups to build up a solid co-operative relationship in 

developing the NSAD. It is also noted however that the angling groups and stakeholders 

need to be flexible in their relationship with IFI and have an open approach in working with 

them to develop the NSAD which in the long run will benefit everyone concerned.  

 

 

 

 



11 | P A G E  

 

Finally, in support of angling tourism and job creation, we in SSTRAI support the Irish tourism 

industry and we will do all we can to encourage our European Angler Alliance colleagues and 

others to come stay and fish with us over the coming years. We look forward to working with 

the NSAD Implementation Group to develop opportunities and we will play our part in 

protecting and developing our natural resources. 

        

 
Bob Seward  MSc. CMIOSH MILT 

 
Hon Secretary 
Salmon & Sea Trout Recreational Anglers of Ireland 

 

Game Angling Instructors Association GIAC (SH) 

Advanced Marine & Countryside Game Angling Guide 

Licensed ACI L2 Angling Coach Tutor 
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                  SSTRAI affiliations and memberships, 

         Angling Council Ireland  (Member) 

         European Anglers Alliance  (Member) 
 

 
 

              North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation (NGO member)  
 

           Coaching Ireland  (Registered Member) 
 
 
 

                Irish Sports Council  (Registered Member) 
 
 
 
 
                              Game Anglers Instructors Association   (Assoc. Member) 
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      Equality Authority (Coaching people with disabilities) 


